
In the northern Shenandoah Valley, 
Matthews Arm reaches out to the west of 
the Park and comes within a mile of joining 
hands with the George Washington and 
Jefferson National Forests. In the 1970s, 
right up under the crook of Matthews Arm, 
Fred and Christine Andreae  decided to 
build their home and raise their family. 
“The Park was always our backyard,” says 
Fred.

They began, in a very quiet way, to become 
active in the life of the Park in preserving 
the natural heritage of the area.  Early on, 

they worked through the National Park Foundation to institute a Leave No Trace 
program at Shenandoah. They were also instrumental in convincing a number 
of their neighbors to follow their lead and place their land under conservation 
easement to help slow the pace of development and to preserve the natural charm  
of the area. That network of easements is now in place, covering more than 1,700 
acres, providing wildlife with a bridge of preserved land between the Park and the 

National Forests.

Their little neck of the woods, where 
Warren and Page Counties come together, 
is “a really special place,” says Fred. “We 
wanted to help protect it, if we could. People 
come to Warren County and say, ‘Oh, how 
beautiful,’ but then if everybody builds on  
a five-acre lot, pretty soon that beauty  
is gone.”

Fred and Christine are consistent and committed donors to the Trust. When asked 
why, these quiet conservationists underline the value the Park has to their locality 
and to their region. According to Fred: “The Trust is great. I’m a big advocate 
of trying to keep the money at home, for two reasons: one is that it protects and 
maintains this amazing place; two is that I can actually see the organization that I 
give to and know what it’s doing. Sometimes when you give, you can’t see the impact, 
whereas when you give locally, you can see the difference it makes. It’s much more 
satisfying that way.”			 

  								        —larry garretson
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Salute to our volunteers!
Thank you to the stellar volunteers who have helped the Trust so far this year.
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Ticket to Ride is a national program designed by the 
National Park Service to help 100,000 children a year 
make trips to national parks. The park service can only 
reach this goal, however, with the help of its philanthropic 
partners. By funding Ticket to Ride in Shenandoah 
National Park, the Trust aims to bring 1,000 children to 
our park in the coming year. 

					        —Kassondra Cloos

Ticket to Ride 
continued from page 1
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There are a significant number 

of students who have never 

been to the park and probably 

would never come if we didn’t 

have this program.”

“

—Tim Taglauer, Deputy Chief of  
Interpretation and Education at SNP. 

Ticket to Ride is a national 
program designed to help at 

least 100,000 kids per year gain 
access to the national parks.

Students hypothesize what animal, insect, or event removed  

bark from an oak tree.

“ The Trust is great. I’m a big 

advocate of trying to keep 

the money at home. When 

you give locally, you can 

see the difference it makes.


